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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JAMES 
LANKFORD, a Senator from the State of 
Oklahoma. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, we praise You for the 

privilege of prayer. We confess that we 
often neglect this opportunity to find 
power in Your presence. Guide our law-
makers with Your wisdom, liberating 
them from doubts and uncertainties, as 
they remember that their times are in 
Your hands. May they seek directions 
from You as they strive to honor Your 
Name. Lord, undergird them with Your 
enabling might and help them to re-
member that without You their striv-
ing would be losing. Give them a 
steady faith, a firm hope, and a fervent 
charity so that they will stay within 
the circle of Your will. 

We pray in Your mighty Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 18, 2016. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable JAMES LANKFORD, a 
Senator from the State of Oklahoma, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. LANKFORD thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FAA REAUTHORIZATION BILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
Americans continue to see the dif-
ference a Republican-led Senate can 
make on behalf of our country. We 
have passed legislation to combat the 
prescription opioid and heroin epi-
demic, to provide a long-term highway 
funding solution, and to advance many 
other important issues. 

Today I am hopeful we will be able to 
add to that record of achievement with 
the FAA reauthorization and airport 
security bill, which aims to keep Amer-
icans safe in our airports and in the 
skies. Recent terror attacks across the 
world emphasize the importance of en-
suring our airports are secure, and I 
am pleased the bill includes a number 
of provisions that will help to do so. 
From increasing security in 
prescreening areas to securing inter-
national flights arriving in the United 
States, to ramping up measures aimed 
at deterring cyber security attacks, 
this legislation contains the most com-
prehensive aviation security reforms in 
years. 

It also includes a number of pas-
senger-friendly provisions such as re-
funds for lost or delayed bags and ef-
forts to improve travel for those with 
disabilities. The bill accomplishes all 
this without raising fees or taxes on 
passengers and without imposing 

heavy-handed regulations that threat-
en consumer choice. 

The FAA reauthorization bill is the 
product of hard work and deliberation 
from Members on both sides of the 
aisle. It wouldn’t have been possible 
without the leadership of Senator 
THUNE, our Commerce Committee 
chair, and Senator AYOTTE, the Avia-
tion Subcommittee chair. They worked 
to consider amendments from both Re-
publicans and Democrats that Members 
thought would make this good bill an 
even better one. I also thank their 
ranking member counterparts, Senator 
NELSON and Senator CANTWELL, for 
their efforts to advance this legisla-
tion. 

Let’s continue that bipartisan 
progress today and move the FAA re-
authorization and airport security bill 
across the finish line. It is a win for 
passengers. It is a win for national se-
curity. It is another example of com-
monsense legislating under Republican 
leadership that is getting the Senate 
back to work. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

THE REPUBLICAN SENATE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I really 
have to smile when I hear the Repub-
lican leader with his ‘‘Senate is Back 
to Work’’ speeches. The Senate Repub-
licans are like the guy who shows up 
only half the time for work and then 
asks for a raise. They go through the 
motions, but they fail to do their job. 

They failed to fund opioid legisla-
tion. They failed to do anything about 
the water in Flint, MI. They failed to 
fix what everyone agrees was an error 
on the renewable tax credits. They 
have failed to address the Zika virus 
and on and on. 
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